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tract. In the absence of such a protection and under a simple agreement to perform certain work within a certain time, the law will hold him to a strict compliance, so long as such compliance lies 'within the realm of human possibility, regardless •/expense.
48.    Discharge of Contract by Operation of Law. There are various methods by which a contract may be discharged through the operation of the law,  as for instance, by merging one contract into  another, by a fraudulent alteration of the written agreement, by the bankruptcy of one of the parties, or by death.    In the case of the death of one of the parties, the contract is discharged only when this is made a condition in the contract, or when performance thus becomes impossible. It will become impossible when the performance is required to be of a personal character, as contracts for services, or such as require professional skill, marriage contracts, and the like.
49.    Discharge  of Contract by Breach.   While any material breach of the contract on the part of either of the parties furnishes a right of action to the injured party, it is only in exceptional cases that such  a breach operates to discharge fully the other party from his obligations.    The contract will be discharged as to the injured party by a breach by the other party:
- {a) When one of the parties announces his positive renunciation of the contract, whether this be previous to a partial performance, or after a partial performance. In this case the injured party is entirely relieved from further obligation, or in other words, the contract is discharged. Suit may at once be entered for damages. When the renunciation is only partial, and does not affect a vital portion of the agreement, the contract remains in force, but a suit for damages will lie. The injured party is, however, not bound to treat a formal renunci-

